THOMAS COOPER
[Born 1517. Divine and scholar. The son of an Oxford tailor.
It had been ^ Cooper's intention to take Orders, but having adopted
Protestant views, he found himself checked by the accession of Queen
Mary. He therefore changed his pursuit, took a degree in Physic
and began to practise in Oxford. In 1545 Thomas Lanquet died while
writing a Chronicle of the World: he had brought it down from the
Creation to a.d. 17, and Cooper undertook to carry it on to the reign
of Edward VI. Cooper's Chronicle A.D. 17-1547 was published in
1549. In 1548 he had published a iMtin Dictionary. On the death of
Mary he was ordained, and in 1565 he published his Thesaurus Unguae
'Rjomanorum, which delighted Queen Elizabeth so much that she
expressed her determination to promote the author as far as ky in her
power. Cooper was therefore made Dean of Christ Church and Vice-
Chancellor of Oxford in 1567, Dean of Gloucester in 1569, Bishop of
Lincoln in 1570 and of Winchester in 1584. His wife was utterly
profligate, but he refused to be divorced, even when the heads of the
University offered to arrange it for him, declaring that he would not
charge his conscience with such a scandal. He was lampooned by
Martin Mar-Prelate in 1588 and 1589 and published an Admonition
in his own defence in the latter year. He died in 1594.]
D
R. EDWARD DAVENANT told me that this learned
man had a shrew to his wife: who was irreconcileably
angrie with him for sitting-up late at night so, compileing
his Dictionarie.
When he had halfe-donne it, she had the opportunity to
gett into his studie, tooke all his paines out in her lap, and
threw it into the fire, and burnt it. Well, for all that, the good
man had so great a zeale for the advancement of learning, that
he began it again, and went through with it to that Perfection
that he hath left it to us, a most usefull Worke. He was after
wards made Bishop of Winton.
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